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Agenda

1. Welcome and NWP Overview

2. Round Robin Discussion on Broadband 
Development and Small Cell Deployments in 
the ROW from NWP Member States

2. Upcoming NWP Ops Task Force Webinars

3. Wrap Up



NWP Overview

• NWP is a pooled fund program focused on 
developing effective methods for sharing, 
coordinating, and integrating traveler information 
and operational activities across state borders 
along I-90/I-94 from Washington to Minnesota. 

• A Steering Committee meets monthly to guide 
the overall program. 

• The Operations Task Force meets monthly to 
discuss operational topics.



Background

• 2019 FCC Rulemaking

– Prompted transportation 
agencies to develop policies 
and procedures for allowing 
small cell wireless facility 
installations on the ROW

– Established shot clocks for 
agency review and approval 
of small wireless facility 
requests for agency cost 
recovery



Background

• FHWA Proposed New Rule to 
Advance Broadband Technology 
in Rural America
– Comments due 9/30/20
– Proposed rule would help improve 

coordination with construction 
projects and ensure that the digging 
required to install utilities also be 
utilized for installation of 
broadband infrastructure, 
decreasing repeat excavation and 
minimizing disruption to the 
traveling public.



Round Robin

NWP Members (7 min each)
– Washington

• Ahmer Nizam

– Minnesota
• Terry Haukom

– South Dakota
• Dave Huft

– North Dakota
• Derek Pfeifer

– Montana
• Phill Balsley

– Idaho
• Robert Beachler

– Wyoming
• Gabe Gutierrez

1. Have any entities located in the 
ROW already?

▪ Small cell, broadband infrastructure, 
or other

2. What is your states policy/ 
approach?

3. What is your states status on the 
broadband rule?

▪ Identify a utility coordinator

▪ Establish a process to electronically 
notify broadband infrastructure 
entities

▪ Coordinate initiatives with other 
statewide telecommunication and 
broadband plans



Other Related Efforts

• ENTERPRISE Pooled Fund Study: 
Emerging Practices for 
Communications Infrastructure 
(October 2020)
– Permitting for Small Cell 

Deployments in the ROW (e.g. 5G) 
• Most agencies indicate a preference 

or require small cell installations to 
be on newly constructed 
structures/poles



Other Related Efforts

– Utah DOT

• Co-location is not allowed

• Maintain an online Small Wireless Facilities Interactive 
Map

– Location of small cell facility permits, photos, and details



Other Related Efforts

– Texas
• Created a Wireless Siting Program in 2018 

with input from the telecommunications 
industry

• As of January 2020, nearly 500 small cell 
sites were approved by TxDOT

• Maintains a public website TxDOT Real 
Property Map that displays the locations of 
small cell leases

– Delaware
• Established a detailed process, checklists, 

forms, and workflows for small cell permit 
requests that are posted on DelDOT 
Wireless Small Cell Permits



Other Related Efforts

– Illinois

• Treated as a standard utility installation, no fees 
assessed

• Small cell installations are not allowed on DOT-owned 
structures

– Wisconsin

• Allows cellular providers to install small wireless 
facilities in the ROW on their own poles and electrical 
systems need to be separate.



Upcoming Webinars

Month Meeting Topic

Dec 16, 2020
2:30 – 3:30 pm (CT)

NCHRP 08:120 – Initiating the Systems Engineering Process for Rural CV Corridors
• Presenter: Barbara Staples, Noblis

Jan 20, 2021
2:30 – 3:30 pm (CT)

Minnesota DOT: Fiber Planning Exercise
• Presenter: Cathy Heubsch, MnDOT 

Feb 17, 2021
2:30 – 3:30 pm (CT)

Project Ideas Work Plan 16
• Task Force Members
North Dakota DOT Autonomous Attenuator
• Presenter: Brandon Beise

Mar 17, 2021 
2:30 – 3:30 pm (CT)

FCC Rule Making and Reallocating the Spectrum

May 19, 2021
2:30 – 3:30 pm (CT)

Round robin member highlights and discussion from the 2020-21 winter and flood season

Jun 16, 2021
2:30 – 3:00 pm (CT)

Project 15.7: State Weather Messaging Coordination – Project Results

Jul 21, 2021
2:30 – 3:00 pm (CT)

Update on WZDx Grant (30 min)

Aug 25, 2021
2:30 – 4:00 pm (CT)

Technician’s Forum (90 min)



Wrap  Up

Thank You


